[image: http://www.illustratorsonline.com/kaufmann/TrenchWar.gif]Trench conditions:  What was trench warfare like?












Name:  ____________________
Class: VENUS



Task One: 
Using the letters that make up the words Trench Warfare see how many words that you can create.  Add your words to the table below:
	1. Trench
	2. Warfare
	3.
	4.

	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.

	9.
	10.
	11.
	12

	13.
	14.
	15.
	16.

	17.
	18.
	19.
	20.

	21.
	22.
	23.
	24.

	25.
	26.
	27.
	28.

	29.
	30.
	31.
	32.

	33.
	34.
	35.
	36.

	37.
	38.
	39.
	40.

	41.
	42.
	43.
	44.

	45.
	46.
	47.
	48.

	49.
	50.
	51.
	52.

	53.
	54.
	55.
	56.

	57.
	58.
	59
	60.




Task 2
Draw a simple line drawing/diagram of a typical battlefield during the Great War and label it. Use this picture and the keywords to help you
[image: ][image: ]
Your diagram will need to be labelled with the following:
No Mans Land;     Barbed Wire;     Artillery/Howitzers;   British Trench;    German Trench;     Mud filled Shell holes/Craters;    Clouds of poison gas;     Exploding shells;  Machine gun tower; Basic Dug Out;     Underground bunker.

Task 3:  label tidily the following picture of inside  A typical Great War trench. 
Use this link to help you: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/z8sssbk


[image: ]

Your next task is to research into conditions facing the average soldier in the trenches.
Use BBC Bitesize (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/z8sssbk) and other websites to help you research the following aspects of life in the trenches: 
Conditions
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Disease
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Food
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Duties
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Fears
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How are each of these pictures linked to trench conditions?

[image: ]
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT74mP6gsglxIthfnFZmjulX7rBRkuTwWBgXg4jeXxIQajS2iBcQQ]
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: http://etc.usf.edu/clipart/57800/57815/57815_flea_lg.gif][image: http://photos1.fotosearch.com/bthumb/ARP/ARP113/Rat.jpg]
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


[image: http://www.clipartguide.com/_thumbs/0511-1007-1912-0861.jpg]_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: http://comps.canstockphoto.com/can-stock-photo_csp7532373.jpg]
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How are the sources presenting life in the trenches? 
Tell me your opinion and give examples from the sources

Source A - Sergeant A. Vine, diary entry, 8th August, 1915 
Source B - 'The Harvest of Battle', by CRW Nevinson in 1919 


[image: The_Harvest_of_Battle.jpg]
The stench of the dead bodies now is awful as they have been exposed to the sun for several days, many have swollen and burst. The trench is full of other occupants, things with lots of legs, also swarms of rats.










______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: WO 256/4; General Haig's war diary, 1915 ]Source C - Extract from General Haig's war diaries, June 1915 















Make a list of all the bad things Haig is mentioning in his letter.
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6. 

Bring in the TANKS! 
[image: ][image: ]
Words
Numbers	Bulletproof		Origins		Prototype
Barbed Wire	Machine Gun		Secret		Twentieth
		Terrain			Warfare
Tanks have played a large role in land ______ during the _______ century. The ______ of the tank can be found in the First World War. The war was being dominated by the ___________, and this, combined with _________ on the battlefield was creating a stalemate situation with troops unable to move forward. The British Army started to develop a ___________ machine able to move over obstacles with ease using caterpillar tracks. The first _______ was tested in February 1916. It was a success and the army started the ______ manufacture of this weapon. 	If tanks were to be effectively used in the war, then they had to be used in large ______ and on suitable _______.

[bookmark: _GoBack]World War One Trench Warfare
Key Facts & Information
PHYSICAL FEATURES
· The Western Front in World War I, located in France, was fought using trench warfare. WWI started on 28 June 1914, and by the end of 1914, both sides had built trenches that went from the North Sea and through Belgium and France. Neither side made much ground for nearly three and a half years – from October 1914 to March of 1918.
· It is estimated that there were about 2,490 kilometre of trench lines dug during World War I. Most trenches were between 1-2 metres wide and 3 metres deep.
· Trenches weren’t dug in straight lines. The WWI trenches were built as a system, in a zigzag pattern with many different levels along the lines. They had paths dug so that soldiers could move between the levels.
· Trenches typically had an embankment at the top and a barbed wire fence. Often, trenches in World War I would be reinforced with sandbags and wooden beams. In the trench itself, the bottom was covered with wooden boards called duckboards. These were meant to protect the soldiers’ feet from the water in the trenches to try and prevent Trench Foot.
· The trenches were dug by soldiers and there were three ways to dig them. Sometimes the soldiers would simply dig the trenches straight into the ground – a method known as entrenching. Entrenching was fast, but the soldiers were open to enemy fire while they dug. Another method was to extend a trench on one end. It was called sapping and was a safer method but took a lot longer. Tunneling – which is digging a tunnel and then removing the roof to make a trench when it is complete – was the safest method, but it was the most difficult too.
· Trenches needed to be repaired constantly to prevent erosion from the weather and from enemy bombs and gunfire.
· It took 450 men six hours to build around 250 metres of British trenches.






LIFE IN THE TRENCHES
· Life in the trenches was very difficult because they were dirty and flooded in bad weather. Many of the trenches also had pests living in them, including rats, lice, and frogs. Rats in particular were a problem and ate soldier’s food as well as the actual soldiers while they slept.
· Lice also caused a disease called Trench Fever that made the soldiers’ itch terribly and caused fever, headache, sore muscles, bones, and joints.
· Many soldiers living in the trenches suffered from Trench Foot. Rain and bad weather would flood the trenches making them boggy, muddy, and could even block weapons and make it hard to move in battle.
· Sustained exposure to the wet, muddy conditions could cause Trench Foot, which sometimes would result in the foot being amputated. Cold weather was dangerous too, and soldiers often lost fingers or toes to frostbite.
· Some soldiers also died from exposure in the cold.
· Soldiers rotated through three stages of the frontline. Most soldiers would spend anywhere from one day up to two weeks in the trenches at a time. They spent some time in the frontline trenches, time in the support trenches, and also time resting.
· Even when they weren’t fighting, soldiers had work to do – including repairing the trenches, moving supplies, cleaning weapons, undergoing inspections, or guard duty.
· The land between the two enemy trench lines was called “No Man’s Land.” No Man’s Land was sometimes covered with land mines and barbed wire. The distance between enemy trenches was anywhere from 50 to 250 yards apart.
· The noise and uncomfortable surroundings made it very difficult to sleep in the trenches. Soldiers were constantly tired and in danger of falling asleep. This is why the watch shift was kept to 2 hours to avoid men falling asleep while on watch.
· There were several cease fires or truces in the trenches during World War I. In 1914, around Christmas time, both the British and German soldiers put down their weapons, came out of their trenches and exchanged gifts and sang carols – ceasing fire to celebrate Christmas. This is now known as the Christmas Truce.
· The majority of raids in WWI happened at night when soldiers would sneak across No Man’s Land, dodging mines, to attack the enemy in the darkness.
· Every morning, soldiers would “stand to“. This is when they stand up and prepare for battle, because many attacks would take place first thing in the morning.
· A typical WWI soldier would have a rifle, bayonet, and a hand grenade with them while fighting in the trenches.
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Tuosday 8th June 1915,

Glags 6till falling: day very varm and sumy.

Satisfactory advanoos have boem begun by the Prench Sixth
krmy (Dubois) I.2. of Compiogns, and by the Sacond Ay (Castelr-
nau) cast of Awiens. The Tenth Aray on my right are also gotting
on stoadily though slovly.

Aftor Tunoh T had a maeting vith the thrao corps comanders.
Tho folloving aloo prosemt: Genoral Tiobba, Surgeon-Genoral Uac-
phoroon and Butler, on the queation of trench swmitation, in
consequence of a report vhich had Teached me. Ono pava. stated
“thers wers two bodies buried in front parapet, ono of which had
"only two inchies of oarth o it. There wore many bodies vithin a
"fou yds. of the parapet. The stench was sickoning. Hundreds of
"half empty jan ting wore 1ittored about, and naturally crowled
"with flios. Tho latrine arrangaments woro not adoquato.".

o agrood that incinerators should bo crooted for buming
a1l rofuse. Then imposaille to turn tho corpsss, amplo quick
1ims £o bo sent up to the trenches to cover thom with. Sacks
mst be provided for the romoval of tins, wmote paper. oto.
Budkets to bo provided for the latrinos, and o bo renewed where
possibly nightly. The soveral woden tramays vhich havo boen
canstructed enable this £o bo done without mch difrieulty in
most sestions,

Sinoo T sav the Surgeon-Oeneral this norning, ho had been
into the tremhes at Givenchy, mnd nov rejorted that tho omdi-
Hon of affairs vas mot 80 bad as cone had Teprovented, otIL it
s very urgemt that every posaible procaution ohould bo taken
to prevent insanitary conditions. Corps camandors are fully
Alive to tho importance of this, and aro personally to go into
the matts
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