English:
Working from home week 9

It’s really important for us to keep on practising our PUNCTUATION, and READING skills even when we’re not in normal lessons.

In this pack you will find a series of PUNCTUATION and READING tasks to complete

· PUNCTUATION tasks will involve thinking about how punctuation is used to structure texts and create meaning

· READING tasks will involve reading a short text and answering questions 

Some answers are included but try completing the activities in your own words before having a look.

You can contact me by email or text if I can help with anything. Keep focused and good luck!

Mr Kennedy


[image: Image result for the landlady roo, roald dahl]Part 2: The Landlady by Roald DahlTier 2 vocabulary:   compulsion
An irresistible urge to behave in a certain way

He pressed the bell. Far away in a back room he heard it ringing, and then at once – it must have been at once because he hadn’t even had time to take his finger from the bell-button – the door swung open and a woman was standing there.
 Normally you ring the bell and you have at least a half-minute’s wait before the door opens. But this dame was a like a jack-in-the-box. He pressed the bell – and out she popped! It made him jump.
 She was about forty-five or fifty years old, and the moment she saw him, she gave him a warm welcoming smile.
 “Please come in,” she said pleasantly. She stepped aside, holding the door wide open, and Billy found himself automatically starting forward into the house. The compulsion or, more accurately, the desire to follow after her into that house was extraordinarily strong.
 “I saw the notice in the window,” he said, holding himself back.
 “Yes, I know.”
 “I was wondering about a room.”
 “It's all ready for you, my dear,” she said.
She had a round pink face and very gentle blue eyes.
 “I was on my way to The Bell and Dragon,” Billy told her. “But the notice in your window just happened to catch my eye.”
 “My dear boy,” she said, “why don't you come in out of the cold?”
 “How much do you charge?”
 “Five and sixpence a night, including breakfast.”
 It was fantastically cheap. It was less than half of what he had been willing to pay.
 “If that is too much,” she added, “then perhaps I can reduce it just a tiny bit. Do you desire an egg for breakfast? Eggs are expensive at the moment. It would be sixpence less without the egg.”
 “Five and sixpence is fine,” he answered. “I should like very much to stay here.”
 “I knew you would. Do come in.” She seemed terribly nice. She looked exactly like the mother of one’s best school friend welcoming one into the house to stay for the Christmas holidays. Billy took off his hat, and stepped over the threshold.
 “Just hang it there,” she said, “and let me help you with your coat.”
 There were no other hats or coats in the hall. There were no umbrellas, no walking sticks – nothing.
 “We have it all to ourselves,” she said, smiling at him over her shoulder as she led the way upstairs.
 “You see, it isn’t very often I have the pleasure of taking a visitor into my little nest.”  The old girl is slightly dotty, Billy told himself. But at five and sixpence a night, who gives a damn about that? – “I should've thought you’d be simply swamped with applicants,” he said politely.
“Oh, I am, my dear, I am, of course I am. But the trouble is that I'm inclined to be just a teeny weeny bit choosy and particular – if you see what I mean.”
 “Ah, yes.”
 “But I’m always ready. Everything is always ready day and night in this house just on the off-chance that an acceptable young gentleman will come along. And it is such a pleasure, my dear, such a very great pleasure when now and again I open the door and I see someone standing there who is just exactly right.” She was half-way up the stairs, and she paused with one hand on the stair-rail, turning her head and smiling down at him with pale lips. “Like you,” she added, and her blue eyes travelled slowly all the way down the length of Billy's body, to his feet, and then up again.
 On the first-floor landing she said to him,
 “This floor is mine.”
 They climbed up a second flight. “And this one is all yours,” she said. “Here’s your room.  I do hope you’ll like it.” She took him into a small but charming front bedroom, switching on the light as she went in.
 “The morning sun comes right in the window, Mr Perkins. It is Mr Perkins, isn’t it?”
 “No,” he said. “It’s Weaver.”
 “Mr Weaver. How nice. I’ve put a water bottle between the sheets to air them out, Mr Weaver. It’s such a comfort to have a hot water-bottle in a strange bed with clean sheets, don’t you agree? And you may light the gas fire at any time if you feel chilly.”
 “Thank you,” Billy said. “Thank you ever so much.” He noticed that the bedspread had been taken off the bed, and that the bedclothes had been neatly turned back on one side, all ready for someone to get in.
 “I’m so glad you appeared,” she said, looking earnestly into his face. “I was beginning to get worried.”
 “That’s all right,” Billy answered brightly.
“You mustn’t worry about me.” He put his suitcase on the chair and started to open it.
 “And what about supper, my dear? Did you manage to get anything to eat before you came here?”
 “I’m not a bit hungry, thank you,” he said. “I think I’ll just go to bed as soon as possible because tomorrow I’ve got to get up rather early and report to the office.”
 “Very well, then. I’ll leave you now so that you can unpack. But before you go to bed, would you be kind enough to pop into the sitting-room on the ground floor and sign the book? Everyone has to do that because it’s the law of the land, and we don’t want to go breaking any laws at this stage in the proceedings, do we?” She gave him a little wave of the hand and went quickly out of the room and closed the door.
 Now, the fact that his landlady appeared to be slightly off her rocker didn’t worry Billy in the least. After all, she was not only harmless – there was no question about that – but she was also quite obviously a kind and generous soul. He guessed that she had probably lost a son in the war, or something like that, and had never got over it.
 So a few minutes later, after unpacking his suitcase and washing his hands, he trotted downstairs to the ground floor and entered the living-room. His landlady wasn’t there, but the fire was glowing in the hearth, and the little dachshund was still sleeping in front of it.
The room was wonderfully warm and cosy. I’m a lucky fellow, he thought, rubbing his hands. This is a bit of all right.Everybody Writes: summarise the central idea of the text above in one sentence.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Information Retrieval Questions
1) Read the paragraphs 1-24. Write  4 things which suggest that the Landlady was waiting for Billy.
2) Read the whole extract. Write 4 things which suggest that the Landlady could be a murderer.
3) Read paragraph 38.  Write 4 things which Billy assumes about the Landlady.
4) Read paragraph 39.  Write 4 things that suggest that the living room was a cosy place.

Retrieval and Comprehension Questions
1) Find a quotation which shows that the lady must have been hiding behind the door.
2) Find a quotation which shows that Billy was taken by surprise that the Landlady opened the door so quickly.
3) Find a quotation which shows that the Landlady charges her customers fair prices.
4) Find a quotation which shows that the Landlady is often alone.
Comprehension Questions:
1) How does Billy feel about entering the Bed and Breakfast?
2) What sort of person does Billy compare the Landlady to?  
3) Why doesn’t the Landlady has lots of people staying at her Bed and Breakfast?
4) Why does the Landlady ask that Billy sign the book?
5) Why isn’t Billy suspicious of the Landlady at this point?






Answers
Information Retrieval Questions
1) He pressed the bell – and out she popped!, “It's all ready for you, my dear,” she said., But I’m always ready. Everything is always ready day and night in this house just on the off-chance that an acceptable young gentleman will come along., He noticed that the bedspread had been taken off the bed, and that the bedclothes had been neatly turned back on one side, all ready for someone to get in.
2) just a teensy weensy bit particular." "Her blue eyes travelled the length of Billy's body to his feet and back up." "We don't want to go breaking any laws at this stage." "He caught a whiff of a peculiar small that seemed to emanate directly from her person. It was not in the least unpleasant… pickled walnuts,
 3) The landlady appeared to be slightly off her rocker, she was harmless, she was a kind and generous soul,  that she had probably lost a son in the war.
4) The fire was glowing in the hearth, there was a little dachshund asleep it is warm,  it is cosy.

Retrieval and Comprehension Questions
1) ‘Normally you ring the bell and you have at least a half-minute’s wait before the door opens.’
2) ‘It made him jump.’
3) ‘Then perhaps I can reduce it just a tiny bit. Do you desire an egg for breakfast? Eggs are expensive at the moment. It would be sixpence less without the egg.’
4) ‘You see, it isn’t very often I have the pleasure of taking a visitor into my little nest.’
Comprehension Questions:
6) Billy feels that he must enter the Bed and Breakfast.
7) She looked exactly like the mother of one’s best school friend welcoming one into the house to stay for the Christmas holidays.
8) The Landlady says she is particular about who she allows to stay at her Bed and Breakfast.
9) The Landlady asks Billy to sign the book because it is the Law of the Land and she wishes to remember his name.
10) Billy thinks that the Landlady is just a little strange because she is lonely
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Commas for listing.

Commas are used to separate words or phrases in a list. For example, I like walking, running and playing football. 
A good way to test if the comma is in the right place is by replacing the comma with and or or. If the sentence doesn’t make sense with and or or, don’t add the comma! 

Look at the sentences below and add commas where they are needed. (1 mark) 

1. My favourite programmes are Eastenders Hollyoaks and Coronation Street.
2. I bought a new bag pencil case and pens for school.
3. My grandmother loves flowers birds and gardening. 
4. Her basket was filled with fruit vegetables and bottles of water. 
5. I’m looking forward to my birthday Halloween and Christmas.
6. He was scared of snakes spiders and rats.
7. Lucy Hannah and Sasha were ready to leave.
8. David always described himself as tall dark and handsome. 
9. She had lots of cards flowers and chocolates for her birthday. 
10.  I have three best friends; Ieuan Evan and Ryan. 

Peer signature _____________________________________ 	
Mark: ______/ 10	








Apostrophes for omission. 

When we speak we often shorten words. Apostrophes are used to show where letters have been missed out or omitted. For example, instead of saying, “I am” we often say, “I’m.”

Complete the table below by filling in the full form. 

	Shortened form (with apostrophe) 
	Full form

	Didn’t
	

	You’re
	

	I’m
	

	They’re
	

	Wouldn’t 
	

	He’s
	

	I’ll
	

	She’ll
	

	Can’t 
	



Peer signature _____________________________________ 	
Mark: ______/ 10	














[image: ]Prepositions.
A preposition is an important little word which shows the position of one noun (a naming word) or pronoun in relation to another. Here are some words which can be used as prepositions: to, at, before, since, on, off, under, above, against, opposite.

Use a suitable preposition from the examples above to complete the sentences below. (1 mark each) 
1. Both teams had played ________________ each other before.   
2. We always catch the bus _____________ school. 
3. “I haven’t seen her __________ Friday.” She huffed. 
4. My eldest sister is in the year __________ me. 
5. I finally found my phone! It was ____________ my bed.               
6. I have not had any days _________ this year.  
7. “We’ll meet you ______ the park. Don’t be late!”                  
8. My best friend lives ___________ me. I can see his bedroom from my house.
9. I am having a birthday party __________ Saturday.                       
10. “We are not alike. In fact, we are completely ______________!” She yelled. 

Peer signature _____________________________________ 	
Mark: ______/ 10	
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Adverbs.
An adverb is a word which tells us more about a verb (or sometimes about other words). There are various kinds of adverbs but we are going to focus on adverbs of manner, time and place. 
In the following sentences highlight the word which tells us something about the verb by answering the question “How?” (The verb is underlined.) 

1. I want you to shout loudly.
2. The lion roared wildly.
3. Suddenly the space ship was gone. 
4. They were quietly giggling at the back of the class. 
5. He carefully unwrapped the chocolate bar. 
6. The river was slowly flowing.
7. The soldiers fought bravely. 
8. The sun shone brightly in the cloudless sky. 
9. Immediately she began to regret her decision. 
10. Her room had been beautifully decorated. 
									
Peer signature _____________________________________ 	
Mark: ______/ 10	
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